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S you  travel  along  the  fine  modern  highways  of 


XJL  Pennsylvania,  you  have  a splendid  opportunity  to 
see  history.  The  Commonwealth,  through  the  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  and  Museum  Commission,  main- 
tains nineteen  historic  properties  which  illustrate 
many  aspects  of  Pennsylvania’s  fascinating  three- 
century-old  history.  All  these  properties  are  easily 
accessible  from  the  state’s  major  highways,  and  most 
of  them  are  within  a short  distance  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Turnpike. 

Beginning  in  the  scenic  and  historic  Delaware 
Valley,  you  can  visit  Pennsbury  Manor,  a re-creation 
of  William  Penn’s  Bucks  County  estate  in  the  infant 
province.  It  lies  near  U.S.  1 and  U.S.  13  and  can  be 
reached  by  a short  drive  southward  from  Morrisville 
or  a short  drive  eastward  from  Tullytown. 

Nearby  in  Montgomery  County  are  two  houses  of 
great  historical  and  architectural  interest.  Graeme 
Park,  the  only  surviving  home  of  a provincial  gov- 
ernor, was  built  in  1722  by  Sir  William  Keith.  It  is 
located  approximately  one  mile  northwest  of  U.S.  611  i 
not  far  from  Horsham  and  the  Willow  Grove  Naval  | 
Air  Station.  Hope  Lodge,  built  in  1723,  served  as  i 
headquarters  for  General  Nathanael  Greene  after  the  I 
Battle  of  Germantown.  It  is  located  on  the  Bethlehem  ! 
Pike  (present  U.S.  309)  just  south  of  the  Pennsylvania  t 
Turnpike  and  near  Fort  Washington  State  Park.  t 

The  period  of  Swedish  settlement  is  represented  I 
by  two  properties  in  Delaware  County.  Governor 
Printz  Park,  a few  blocks  from  the  junction  of  State  ( 
Routes  291  and  420  in  Essington,  is  the  site  of  the  c 
capital  of  New  Sweden  and  the  first  permanent  g 
European  settlement  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Morton  f 
Homestead,  a unique  Swedish  log  cabin  dating  from  r 
the  seventeenth  century,  is  located  approximately  a u 
mile  away  on  State  Route  420  where  it  crosses  Darby 
Creek.  Associated  with  the  family  of  John  Morton,  f 
it  has  become  a shrine  to  this  signer  of  the  Declaration  ti 
of  Independence.  ll 

Traveling  northwestward  from  Philadelphia  on  n 
U.S.  422,  you  will  find  a number  of  interesting  historic 
properties.  In  Pottstown  near  the  junction  of  State  t| 
Route  100  from  the  south  is  Pottsgrove,  an  out- 
standingly beautiful  home  of  an  eighteenth-century  n 


ironmaster.  Daniel  Boone  Homestead,  site  of  the 
Berks  County  birthplace  of  America’s  greatest 
frontiersman,  can  be  reached  by  going  north  from 
Baumstown  for  one  mile  on  L.R.  06107.  Also  on  U.S. 
422  in  Berks  County  east  of  Womelsdorf  is  Conrad 
Weiser  Park,  a beautifully  landscaped  plot,  contain- 
ing a museum,  the  grave  of  Conrad  Weiser,  and  the 
home  of  this  highly  successful  negotiator  with  the 
Indians  of  the  province.  On  State  Route  276  just  off 
U.S.  22  and  U.S.  422  in  Cambria  County  near  Cresson 
is  Admiral  Peary  Park,  with  a statue  commemorating 
the  achievements  of  this  renowned  Arctic  explorer. 

Some  of  the  Commonwealth’s  finest  historic  prop- 
erties are  located  on  U.S.  322.  At  its  junction  with 
U.S.  222  at  Ephrata  in  Lancaster  County  is  the 
unique  Ephrata  Cloister  with  many  surviving  build- 
ings of  the  unusual  religious  community  established 
there  in  1732  by  Conrad  Beissel  and  his  Society  of 
Seventh-Day  Baptists.  Seventeen  miles  northwest  on 
U.S.  322  at  Cornwall  in  Lebanon  County  is  the  his- 
toric Cornwall  Furnace,  an  exceptionally  well- 
preserved  iron  furnace  of  the  eighteenth  and  nine- 
teenth centuries,  which  produced  cannon  and  cannon 
balls  for  Washington’s  army  during  the  Revolution. 
Much  farther  northwest  in  Centre  County  at  Boals- 
burg  is  the  28th  Division  Shrine,  commemorating 
the  outstanding  military  record  of  the  Keystone 
Division,  oldest  in  the  National  Guard. 

Just  off  U.S.  222  in  Lancaster  County  near  the 
city  of  Lancaster  is  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum 
of  Landis  Valley,  housing  the  amazing  collection 
gathered  by  Henry  K.  and  George  D.  Landis.  Here  is 
presented  in  lavish  detail  the  story  of  Pennsylvania 
rural  village  crafts  and  folk  art  as  well  as  the  imple- 
ments, tools,  and  farming  methods  of  the  past. 

Traveling  northward  from  Harrisburg  on  State 
Route  14,  the  tourist  will  see  Fort  Augu.sta  at  Sun- 
bury,  a large-scale  replica  of  the  famous  fort  built  on 
this  site  in  1756,  and  the  associated  museum.  Just 
north  of  McEwensville  on  the  same  highway  is  located 
Warrior  Run  Church,  a charming  structure  built  in 
the  early  nineteenth  century. 

West  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  are  several  of 
most  interesting  and  significant  historic  properties  of 
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the  Commonwealth.  Overlooking  the  Ohio  at  Am- 
bridge  on  State  Route  88  is  Old  Economy,  third  and 
last  home  of  George  Rapp’s  Harmony  Society,  a com- 
munitarian religious  group  which  achieved  a high 
degree  of  material  success  and  exerted  an  important 
influence  on  the  economic  development  of  the  upper’ 
Ohio  Valley.  Seventeen  buildings  and  numerous  ob- 
jects exist  to  illuminate  the  story  of  this  nineteenth- 
century  community.  ■ 

In  Venango  County,  just  south  of  Titusville  (on| 
State  Routes  8 and  27),  is  Drake  Well  Memorial; 
Park,  which  contains  an  exact  replica  of  the  first  oiE 
well  in  addition  to  other  outdoor  displays,  a museum,; 
and  a library  devoted  to  the  petroleum  industry.. 
This  birthplace  of  the  oil  industry  lies  on  the  banks 
of  Oil  Creek  in  a narrow  valley  of  rare  natural  beauty. 

On  U.S.  19  at  Waterford  the  Commission  main- 
tains a museum  and  a monument  on  the  site  of  old 
Fort  LeBoeuf,  where  Washington  came  in  1753  to 
demand  that  the  French  withdraw  from  the  Ohio 
Valley. 

In  Erie  at  the  foot  of  State  Street  a restoration  of 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry’s  Flagship  Niagara  recalls  the 
historic  victory  over  the  British  on  Lake  Erie  in  181^ 
and  the  fact  that  the  American  fleet  was  built  here 
on  Pennsylvania  soil. 

Also  shown  on  the  map  are  a number  of  important 
historic  sites  and  parks  within  the  Commonwealth 
which  are  not  administered  by  the  Commission.  The 
National  Park  Service  operates  Independence  Hall 
in  Philadelphia,  Hopewell  Village,  an  early  iron- 
works in  Berks  County,  Gettysburg  National  Mili- 
tary Park  in  Gettysburg,  and  Fort  Necessity  on 
U.S.  40  near  Farmington.  The  Pennsylvania  Depart- 
ment of  Forests  and  Waters  administers  Washington 
Crossing  Park  in  Bucks  County,  Valley  Forge  Park 
in  Chester  and  Montgomery  counties,  Bushy  Run 
Park  in  Westmoreland  County,  and  Fort  Pitt  Block- 
house in  Point  Park  in  Pittsburgh.  Brandywine 
Battlefield  in  Delaware  County  is  administered  by 
a separate  state  commission. 

A visit  to  these  many  fine  properties  and  other 
historic  sites  will  make  more  vivid  our  American  past 
and  kindle  your  pride  in  the  rich  historical  heritage 
which  Pennsylvanians  and  other  Americans  enjoy. 


